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T H [‘J IT[{‘,“ N()RM \L\("H{]“[”rut ntly, from the edoeational systems

The First Session Opened Last Mon-
day Morning.

—ti

The
Opens Under the Most Auspl-
clons Clrenmstnnees.

Lt Montliy morning about fiity of
the citizens of Silver City assembled at
the Preshytevinn church to witness the
npening” exercises of the new normal
sehool. About forty of the pupils who
will attend the school were in attend-
anceat Wo'clovk, the hour tixed for the
ojmning exercises, They were seated in
the mdin audivnce room of the chureh
while the visitors were aceommodated
Witl seats in the wing.

Mayor Fleming presided and gt 4 fow
minutes giter ten he arose wnd aunouneed
that the exersises wonld be opened with

prayer iy Rev,  Fiteh,  After prayer

therewas music. Mrs. Shelby played the

pisnn and vight or ten yoang ladies sang,

Muyor Fleming then introdiesd Hon.
WLt Riteh, o member of the board of
regents of the normal gchool, who spoke
i paetus follows:

Mr, President apd  Fellow
Education, us known to the American
publie school system, has heen titinly
the outgrowth of the céntury in which
we live, It isa creation that was made
possible under freedom as knowy o ouy
government ; was indeed made an esseri-
tial beeanse of its being necessary to an
intelligent and stable government, of the
peoples by and forthe people.

Prior to this century, education wis
almost exc [usively Bhe business of tle
church &1t was largely confined 1o the
priests and  monks and representacives
of the religions uril"rs. s They stond
the lend of the great elucational institu-
tions of the world of ghat period, and gs-
sumed that it w, he®ole and exclusiyve
husiness of the l.‘li.: roly to educite, intlu-
ence and control mankind, The facili-
ties were Jimjted and expensive and
learning w onfined to the wenlthy

fow.
Such was the marked condition in
Eurape af the of the settlement of
the  American ;'[ﬂlhim-m. and of the
founding of th teat republic.
New Mexicd 'llh the rest of Spanish
Amerieq, inheé

resourees shy g
i ale

v

Citizens:

First Normnl School in New Mexico |

Jtl whatever educationsl |
possessed, until guite |

und methods bronght to the eotiniry hy
the Francisean and Dominiesn friars,
At the date of the American oceupis
tion in 1846, or thereabouts, there were
wiew ehinreh schools in the territory,
which those of Viear Marinez a
aed Father Leyva ot San Miguel,
till Kindly hy
Mexican popalation.
Sulyuently eame the Christian broth-
erd, the #igters of Lovert amd the sisters

ol
Tuns

ire
ulder

remem hered e

whom o considerahle
eutablizlivd
the territory., likewise
tabilished trom thme o e during the
carlier days of Nmerican oceupuney, En-
glish schools, w0 Santa Fe,
Tiptonville,  Laguna
unler

oF merey, der

i ber of schools were n

There were [

Taos, las

Vg, el else-
where

Methodists and Baptists,

vitriongly Preshyterinns,
Subseuently
e Lhe Congregationadiste, with aele-
mie sehools at St Fe, Lus Vegas amd
Al uerg e,

Phe firse attempt o establishe Aneri-
can publie sehouls by L, supported by
direet in 873, A

uneler the law,

Wils

Started

taxution, [ty

sehiools were Tyt
owing o the small smwonnt of money
bl

Lhwe selwools

wvailabile, Tt wiks aeeomplished,

Rome ol located in English
speaking loculities were more or less ns-
sisted by private subseription, aad thus
maintained w precarions existence,

Lo 1876 4 carefully prepared school bill,
with liberd] Gnancial provisions, was in-
trodueed in the
that year, which passed the conneil 9 10
b bt was defeated in the house 12 w0010,

legizlative assembly

o e ns bers not voring,who would hayve

voted tor the billy if by so doing their
votes would have seoured the passage of
the hitl,
climrncier

|Ill.~l'llil_\' of the Je=uils,

The hill was non-sectarian in

enconntered the setive

A sty e overionk stmnilae <ehool
bills inreodueed i IRTS amd 1880 pespecr=
ivelv,

T thie mesntioe. ol thite
that Silver City
authovizing an independ

It I8 worthy
steenred the enmetmen!
of 0 law

sehool distrivi, with suthority o leyy o
and thos
thie lirsi

American |m||!i.l' sithiool that eoanll G-

sutlicient x for its support ;

was estublished, in this city,

l;;;[“lf i ﬁl]l'ii'il“l!'_\' of |1']|l|i|‘ muney for
its mainteninee.
1884, railrods

|"I'I‘!Hll‘|\'

It was not until alter
hadd erossed and recrossed e

and brought new blood and new  people,

ol

|
the tront

Ohio,

muf public sentiment beenme edoeited
up to the public sehool ides, thar o gen-
eral worthy the
name, and onder which the HyHa
tem of e on
like w sutisiuetory
This Taw
reyised
past few years the tereitony hus come to
system that
vompares fuvorably with the conntrey al
large,

O of the grent drawbacks has

wits  enacted ol
."l'l“li'l

tok
chinracter
lists

and

territory wnything
el

sinee

Ilrll-
]lnl'! 10118, Iipien
amendod apd iluring the

with o =chonl

I
the wihil o compeant teachers vepsed
in modery methonds,

Thus, having given you p biviet history
prbliec  sehonls a8

of edueation and  of

known to New Mexico, we come to the
of the 80th  legislative assembly,
which beewme a law Feb, FE 18938, k-
g modest dpproprintions aod aathor-
il normul

et

g the estabiligliment T

one at Las Vewws and ome ore

Jnsnoy

sitliohls:

at Silver City, and in ol which

e wive formal
ol the

weare nssebled today,
lirst
pormal school to e establizhed in the
tweritory. | thit thie
third duy of September, 18H - will wiark
wnd

cmphasis o the openiog

trinst, Monidiy,

the Deginning of an e o the  rge
progress of the normal school wul by
parity of reasoning the pabilie schools of
in their

the territory, which will resuli

becoming equal to the best on the cons
tinent,

OF the splendid site aml campis of the
Silver Uiy,
the Terting of the contraet for the
tion of the seliool bilding  amd th
lection of the fagulty, the
yvou are all more or

'[ulrlll:l| sthool donated '|"\
-
K-
Tl

v il

TOLeTILS, less funil-
ir.

The thanks of the regents aredue, and
on their behalf 1 omke thi= the occasion
for expressing public acknowledizements
the e

b ul

chureh,

Preshy tering
their kindly
this

SOty
wnld wenerons
binnilding
the

lor
tender of the use of rent
free, and wlieh hins enahlod hoarl
toopen and mapintain the normal school
feom the heginning of the scliool vear.
N the ru‘rv.-[il}' for the normial =chool,
it goes without saying, when we consider
for a moment the fact that the old ghites
Massachusetts, New York gl
Indinng, Witon-
gin and Kansus, have ench among msny
athers long sinee, established  the nor-
1A
Wl

sieh as
not Lo mention

mal seliool w8 a prime necessity
handreds of
dollars, and all of which has sinee

expense of thonsands

I




